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all sorts of fantastic stories intended to show that she actually
possessed all the things she claimed to possess. For instance, she once
said during her religion lesson that her father had given her Mount
Ararat and that she had built a house for her doll on it.

In later years she accepted a certain compromise with reality:
while trying to transform it in line with her wishes, she did this in
such a way as to be able constantly to negate her privations as well as
her own aggressions; but she stopped telling fantastic lies. She became
conscious of the morbid character of her efforts to negate frustrations
only during treatment.

We have cited this neurotic woman as an example because her
behaviour differs only in degree from that of many sound and worth-
while women. Many such women, pioneers in important fields,
prominent because of their initiative and indefatigable efforts, who
have made valuable contributions to the welfare of mankind because
of their will and energy, resemble my hypomanic patient to a great
degree. I do not cite their names, out of respect for their
achievements.

In their love life these women usually suffer great disappoint-
ments. The over-activity and frequent change of aims characteristic
of them are manifested usually in their masculine fields. Erotically
they are very often more stable, that is, they do not change their love
objects, and love does not play an important part in their lives.
Their choice of men is made difficult as a result of their preference for
passive men, whom they later furiously urge to become active, and
whom they persecute with the eternal reproach of not being suffici-
ently energetic. Like Brunhilde, these women vainly seek a Siegfried
who could make them feminine, for they avoid active men, and the
passive ones can hardly develop into Siegfrieds, especially in the
atmosphere created by these women* Their relationships with active
men always end in conflicts, in which both partners are filled with
hate and aggression.

Another type of over-active woman operates in the sexual field also.
Just as the former changes her non-erotic interests, the latter changes
her love objects. We also meet with this type in prostitution, the
nature of which is partly explained by the masculinity complex.
The type of prostitute described in the previous chapter is, in
contrast to this latter type,, determined by masochism.

In all the groups described so far, the women are just as uncon*
scious of their turn toward masculinity as of their turn away from
femininity. In some cases they are feminine in appearance, and even